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Aksayeswor Mahavihar

Aksayeswor Mahavihar, situated at Vanagiri Pulchowk was constructed by a Sakya
monk AksayasrT during Licchavi period. The monastery is locally popular by the name
"Plchow Thathubaht" or "Pichow Chowyebaht". The monastery was renovated to the
present four-storeyed building with an initiation of "Bouddha Vihar Samgha", Lalitpur in
the year 1988 A.D. and was inaugurated by the late King Blirendra Bir Bikram Sahadev.
The inscription dated 1213 A.D. is an earliest one found related to the monastery. The
Aksobhya Buddha is placed as the main deity in the sanctum of the monastery.

The five family members of Raksayeswor Mahavihar performs daily worship in the
shrine. "Aksayeswor Mahavihar Preservation Committee" takes incharge of
preservation of the monastery.
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Bhuja Phaleca

Bhuja Phaleca, constructed in 1664 A.D. was related to Bungadyo
(Rato Matsyendranath). The phaleca is named after the culture of bhuja (sacred ritual rice)
cooking place. Bhuja is cooked on the third day of the Bungadyo reaching to Jawalakhel
or Bhujaya (Jatra) day of Pulchowk residents. Tantrik images of different shapes are made
of sacred bhuja and are decorated with vermillion powder, sweets and flowers. These
images are carried on a decorated large wooden tray to offer to Bungadyo. The images of
bhuja is scattered in all directions when reached to Jawalakhel (Nepal Bhasa: ja=cooked
rice; whola=to scatter; khyo=ground). This tradition is preserved by the guthi of
Shresthas (Maleki) of Pulchowk.
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Rathkhyo (Bungadyo Chariot Construction Site)

Rathkhyo is the construction site of the chariot of Bunhgadyo (Rato Matsyendranath) and the month long chariot
procession commence from this sacred place. The place is locally popular as Lahkhyo. The construction of the
chariot begins on the next day of Bathing Ceremony (Mahasnana) i.e. Chaitra Krisnapaksah Dutiya. There is a
hearsay that a beam of divine light appeared at this site and ascended towards the sky.

During the Lichhavi period the Kathmandu Valley faced famine and drought for twelve years. To overcome from
the misery, Bungadyo was brought to the valley from Kamarukamaksa (Asam), India with an effort of
the King Narendra Dev (7th century), Buddhist tantric master Bandhudatta Acharya and Lalit Jyapu.

A historical pond is situated at the site. The bet cane is soaked in this pond to make it malleable and tensile for
construction of the chariot. The pond is made an ancient looks with daci bricks in 2022 A.D.
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Ksetrapal Bhagavati
The Goddess Bhagavati is associated with Shaktism. It is a manifestation of Goddess
Sakti. Bhagavatl means divine. She is the "Mother Goddess" of all gods and goddess
as well as all living beings. She is the cosmic energy of Brahma (creator),
Visnu (saviour) and Maheswor (destroyer).

Ksetrapal Bhagavati is worshipped as the patron deity by the local residents. She is
mainly worshipped in Vijaya Dasami.

The inscription dated 1940 A.D. carved in the bell installed in front of the shrine is
considered as the oldest inscription related to the temple.
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Dhonma Phaleca
Dhonma Phaleca is located to the north of Bungadyo (Rato Matsyendranatha) chariot
construction site. It is used to store the dhorimas (wooden large beam) of Bungadyo
chariot.

The dhonma is worshiped as the Karkotaka Naga, the snake deity who helped to cross
the river while bringing the Bungadyo to the Kathmandu valley from
Kamarukamaksa (Asam), India.
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Dhananjayeswor Mahadev
Lord Siva is described as the most powerful god in veda. He is worshipped by various
names as Mahadeva, Hara, Sankara, Rudra etc. Dhananjayeswor Mahadev installed at
the hilock of Pulchowk is also called as "Pancamukhi Mahadev" for having Siva-linga
with five-faced image.

Locals believed that there was a big Nepalese style temple in ancient period, but the
temple was damaged completely by natural disaster. The idol of Dhananjayeswor
Mahadev installed at northern side of Mandah Phaleca of Jhanakhyo, Pulchowk was
originally belongs to this temple.
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Dhobighat Hikuhiti (Dhungedhara)

Hikuhiti is located inside the Rajak (Dhobi) community. There are three west-faced
stone water spouts. The water spouts (Hitimanga or Makar) are magnificently carved.
The statue of Bhagirath is placed under the spout.

Hitimanga is a legendary sea-creature and Bhagirath, a legendary king who brought
the sacred Ganga River to the earth from the heaven. The inscription placed at the
southern wall of hiti details the renovation of hitiin 1883 A.D.
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Hasahpota Ganesa

Hasahpota Ganesa is established by the Newars of Patan during Malla period. The area was previously a Buddhist monumental
site. A fragment of Licchavi caitya can be seen in front of the temple. The present two-storeyed Nepalese style temple was built
in 2018 A.D. with an initiation of "Hansapota Ganesa Dharmik Vyavastha Samiti".

Hasahpota Ganesa is included in the "Dipankha Yatra", a festival organized once in a blue moon by Hiranyavarna Mahavihar,
Lalitpur. Also, it is the Lord Ganesa which is worshiped in the "Astamatrikd Dance" performed in Patan Durbar Square during
Dasain festival.

There is connection between Hasahpota Ganesa Temple and Polata Palace of Tibet (Lhasa). There is hearsay that it was the
sacred place choosen to construct a monastery resembling "Lhasa Potala Palace" and as such the place became famous by the
name Lhasa Potala which later corrupted to Hasahpota, Hansapota, Hasapota or Hasapata. The inscription dated 1935 A.D.
carved in the bell placed in front of the temple is the oldest inscription so far found belonged to the temple.
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Kavilasa Nasahdyo
Kavilasa Nasahdyo is established in Malla period with tantric initiation of Kavilasa
Nasahdyo of Nuwakot. It is the deity of the Newar musicians, actors and dancers. It is
the deity who bestows the qualities required for excelling in the field of music and for the
successful staging of musical programmes, dances and dramas. Nasahdyo is usually
depicted in an aniconic form.

This is the main Nasahdyo worshipped by the actors/dancers of "Kartik Dance"
performed in Mangalbazar, Patan every year. Over the long time, the place turned into
massive jungle and a new Nasahdyo shrine is established at Saugal, Patan with tantric
initiation of it.
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Mandah Phaleca

Mandah Phaleca is associated with Bungadyo (Rato Matsyendranatha). It is also known as
"Sorhakhutte Pati". The phaleca was damaged by 2015 AD earthquake and was renovated in 2020 AD
with an initian of "PlUchow Pustakalaya" with financial support from Lalitpur Metropolitan Office,
"Prarambha Samstha" and local donors.

The family members of land donors of phaleca has been distributing samayebaji (Newari ritual cuisine)
in this phaleca on the day of ascending the Bungadyo to the chariot since 1708 AD. When the chariot of
Bungadyo remains at Pulchowk, "Mridanga Bhajan Mandal" as well as other various musical groups
perform bhajan (religious songs) in the phaleca.

On the day of Aksaya Tritiya, the "Guthi Sarhsthan" conducts rituals related to Karunamaya
at this phaleca and offers a cow to the Brahamin. Also, the devotees offer sugar molasses juice
(Nepal Bhasa: sakhahti) freely to public and pedestrian.
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Lachhi Nasahdyo

Every Newar settlement in the Kathmandu valley has a Nasahdyo shrine. It is the deity of the
Newar musicians, actors and dancers. It is the deity who bestows with the qualities required for
excelling in the field of music and for the successful staging of musical programmes, dances and
dramas. Nasahdyo is usually depicted in an aniconic form. One or three triangular niches are
made on the walls of temple, courtward, resting place (phaleca) etc representing the Nasahdyo.
It is covered with a special curtain painted with trident, eyes and other tantric symbols.

The Nasahdyo is stituated at the Lachhi of Pulchowk, so it is usually called as "Lachhi Nasahdyo".
The local residents believed that it was established with the tantric initiation of the
Kavilasa Nasahdyo located at hilock of Pulchowk.
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Puchow Thur (Asok Stupa)

Mauryan Emperor Asok (272-232 B.C.) constructed four stupas (Pudchow Thdr,
Teta Thar, Ibahi Thar and Lagan Thar) in commemoration of the four epochs (yugas) at the four
cardinal points of Lalitpur (Patan) embedding relics of Sakyamuni Buddha. "Pichow Thar", the
first stupa was constructed in commemoration of the begining of Satya Yug.

The stone statues of Dhyani Buddhas (East - Aksyobhya, South - Ratna Sambhava,
West - Amitabha and North - Amoghasiddhi) installed in the stupa belongs to 1455 A.D.
"Asok Caitya Nitya Plja Samuha" takes in charge of preservation of the stupa and performs
daily rituals as well as organizes the Varsadhana Pdja (Busadhan) on the full moon day of
Sravana (Gunhupunhi/ Janai Parnima). The trayadasa bhami of the stupa was damaged by
2015 A.D. earthquake and was renovated by the committee with financial support from
Lalitpur Metropolitan City and local donors in 2018 A.D.
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Pulchowk Stone Water Spout

"Pulchowk Stone Water Spout" was constructed in the Malla period. It has three
north-faced stone water conduits (spouts). The water spouts (Hitimanga or Makar) are
magnificently carved. The statue of Bhagirath is placed under the spout. Hitimanga is a
legendary sea-creature and Bhagirath, a legendary king who brought the sacred
Ganga River to the earth from the heaven. The source of water for the spout is the lotus
pond (Paleswan Pukh) located at the eastern side of the Lalitpur Metropolitan City.

The goddess Saraswati (the goddess of wisdom) is placed at the wall niche of the third
plinth facing towards the east. It is believed that one who prays and worships this
Saraswati bestows him/her with unbelievable excellence in skills and wisdom.

fafa: Qovr/08/349 AfAAUR. AZIRATTADT 3 &, dST HRATARX

127°x117 size




I QR
IBRRRGR AslfdeR

IeRvaR AEfagR fermioT o off srerarsfier Wi sl “erivar AetfagR” fewior skar frg |
At fER “Uea Fagedl”, “Uea dEEEdldT AR Ul fafeem | @@ fagwen feeata Tt afaget
‘qg Wia” sfhd YR AUSAT (AUS:) TWRAT JFEHT & | AT AUSAT FRAVAR AEIfARR HIATa9Ist
ST Ul o faErae e @€t @egar far |

“JFRAYAR WRITAER GRBT0T Afwfr@r ugewt 0@, Q0yy WAWT adW diadedt fagR gafswioT
Tivgar fEt | fRReT aa TR daar wiaseraRor g yemie 98 e wer '
fRR®T AT yEReST gl wieenfud st agtem afder ugAT iiger fa g qyor (F.¥.89])
& ST o T IZAVAR AEITIERE JRIfoerd gTaaeH Ui URTaT Tfee g |

Raksayeswor Mahavihar
Raksayeswor Mahavihar was constructed by Raksayasti, a brother of AksayasrT in
Lichhavi period. The monastery is locally popular as "Plchow Kwathubaht" or
"Pichow Kwayebahi". A mandala (Mandah) with Buddha hymn inscribed in Lichhavi
script is safely preserved in the monastery. This mandala belongs to Aksayeswor
Mahavihara. It was brought here for the safety as the later monastery was ruined.

The Sakyamuni Buddha in Bhavisyavyakarana mudra was placed as the main deity in
the sanctum of the monastery. The monastery was renovated in 1998 A.D. with an
initiation of "Raksayeswor Mahavihar Preservation Committee". The earliest inscription
related to the monastery found till date is 1552 A.D. which is inscribed in the pedestal of
Mahankala situated at the northen wall of the main entrance.
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Samaye-phaleca

Samaye-phaleca was constructed about two hundred years ago. Every year on the day
of Indrajatra, there is a tradition of distributing samayebaji (Newari ritual cuisine) after
performing tantric pdja to the gods and goddess installed at the phaleca. For this
tradition, the phaleca is popular by the name Samaye-phaleca.

At one time, the phaleca was completely ruined due to lack of proper management and
preservation. "Samaye-phaleca Punarnirman Upabhokta Samiti" formed under
"Pulchowk Tole Sudhar Samiti" took an initiation for its renovation with financial support
from Lalitpur Metropolitan City and the local donors. The reconstructed phaleca
was inaugurated on 19th March, 2022 by the Mayor Chiribabu Maharjan of
Lalitpur Metropolitan City.
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Vaisnavi Temple
Vaisnavi is regarded as the consort of Lord Visnu. It is the Sakti Pitha (a holy place of

cosrpic power), a place of worship consecrated to the goddess Sakti, the main deity of
the Sakta sect of Hinduism. It is also included in Astamatrika (Eight Mother Goddess).

The Vaisnavi temple situated at Pulchowk dates back to more than a century. The
present Nakkhu River once upon a time flowed down via Pulchowk. As mentioned in the
Bhasa Varmsavali, in due course of expansion of the city by the King Varadev, Vaisnavi
temple was shifted to nearby Nakkhu River in Yappa.
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Vajrayogini Temple

According to Vajrayana tradition, Nepal Mandal (Kathmandu Valley) is protected by four yoginis (East-Sankhu
Vajrayogini/ Khadgayogini, West-Vijeswori/Akasayogini, North-Purano Guhyes$wori/ Nairadtmayogini and
South-Pharping Vajrayogini). The VajrayoginT situated at Pulchowk hilock was established with tantric initiation of
the Sankhu Vajrayogini. The goddess is also popular by the name "Khadgayogint” or "Ugratara”.

It is worshipped as Tara among the Ten Female Deities (Dasa Mahavidhya) of Hinduism (particularly in Shaktism).
The deity is especially worshipped to get protection from evils of bad planets and fire. The present clay statue of the
deity was newly made with an initiation of "Sri Khadgayogini Uddhara Samiti" in 1980 A.D. after the theft of the
original one. The inscription dated 1882 A.D. is the earliest one related to the deity. The present domed shaped
temple of goddess was built in the Malla period. The temple was damaged by 2015 A.D. earthquake and was
renovated by the local residents.
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Vasidyo

Vasidyo is locally known as Janaphahsyahdyo (the god of back pain). The people with
back pain when leaned to this rock feels relax from his trouble. Although it is worshipped
as a god, there is no images or statues like as we find in other temples. It is simply a
huge rock which is equally significant from geological point of view. This rock is one of
the oldest rocks among the stone statues and inscriptions found so far in Patan city. It is
believed that the rock might be of the period when the Kathmandu Valley was a lake
(Kalirahad). The layers of stripes as if formed by hitting by the waves of water is visible
on the surface of the rock.

fafa: Qoue/08/39 AAAIR AEEPRUTAST 3 &, aeT HAAT

127x10” size




eEn
IRIRN (FeTRAcA)

ARE (AATEQ) T T I BT qqaT IFAT (T AcAgarn)Fr graferd Yfaatios e &1 | a9 AT [ar Yo deias
“IFEUT UG Hide | SATEUT Yo AqGienT fo Ueeiteh ATREAT TSTAI: (TUSTHUT)HT Aheehl IR Telleee X WHh ITh &TH TUT debeehl dTeg [TS
AP D! TTHTAN AR @18 a9 agaT YEAT fawste afvee |

“YFET QBT AT AEcaqul {¥ISTaT Ufel Jgehl & | UIEehT doich THITAEE RIUEh! Y Tl IHT AT ATGT g Yedehd Wl a9 UTER (T UTRieh! Wag
ForTeuT I ST e T § | WERAT 9 UT TAET 91 10T WEw 5 Y W REAT OTEW g favar JfEsaT § |

Y® 99 TEHT SERTAHT ACEIRaTd] T GFAdmAT [AT0T IRT I AT SRR 1 ARem 1 RUATE JFAAAT o qeR @il AT GO T
URFIRT IEhT § | gFACIEE T dlel SHAAT HYUTE-Aeg-Hivmusa-Hifaane g Jameedr @mg s |

AT SATHT TET TLTAIEEH! AERATADT TUAT ey | ol T&T TEToleeat ARAeRaTIATs Ua: WhiUR Qe fh Wl STV JQTEHT RUATS
@ IS Gol Wl T el § | TAAA AAGATIh! I WTEYATD ITAAT WUATE JATEed! “IFeT 08 Uit IRTE Jelisfiy dme
AREE | A ATATHT Jeeh, ITATAAY SIEeaT T&T TLTAIETA UTET AUTT ] Wodl A G- Ul HEATEohel Yeah el ol AuTSa Iy for: 31
ATATARUTAT T dTeod Ao | T ST Roldfel WHTRehT ATAWITST aitas qut forsifr arfvgest g |

Yurikhyo (Yulakhel)

Yulakhel is a historical place related to the chariot festival of Bungadyo (Rato Matsyendranath). The religious pond situated in the
area is known as "Bungadyo Pukhid". On the fourteenth day of bright half of Sravana, there is a tradition that the residents of
Pulchowk drags the effigy of Gathanmuga (Ghantakarna) to this pond and concludes the festival. The effigy is made at the Lachhi
of Pulchowk and is dragged along the road to this pond. The local farmers of Patan come to observe water level of the pond with a
belief that if the sufficient amount of the water is collected in the pond, the year becomes ease for plantation with good harvest.

On every twelfth year, the chariot of Matsyendranath is constructed at Bungamati and is pulled from there itself and finally concluded
by bringing back to the same place. From Bungamati, the chariot of Matsyendranath is pulled along the road of
Bhainsepati-Nakkhu-Bhanimandal-Dhobighat and finally to Yulakhel. It is said Yulakhel is the place of settlement for demigods
(yaksa and yaksanis). There is a fear in the locals that these demigods might take the Matsyendranath back to its hometown if the
chariot is hold for a night. Hence, the chariot is pulled down to Pulchowk on the same night silently without making any noise of
"Haste-Hainste". No musical instruments are allowed to play while pulling the chariot.
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